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1.1 PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 

1.2 This report updates the Police and Crime Panel on key issues and 
developments that have occurred since the last meeting on 

14 October 2021. 
 

 

2.0  ISSUES FOR THE PANEL 
 

2.1 Note the range of information and activity set out in the report. 
 

2.2  Identify any areas on which Panel Members require further information 

or other action. 
 

2.3 Identify issues to be included in the Panel’s future work programme. 
 

 

3.0  BACKGROUND 
 

Update on national policy and legislation 
 

 Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill 
 

3.1 The Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill is nearing completion of its 
parliamentary journey. It is currently at the Report Stage in the House of 

Lords where amendments proposed through the Committee Stage are 

reviewed. 
 

3.2 The Bill’s progress is being closely tracked, and further analysis of the 
implications will be provided when the Bill receives Royal Assent and 

becomes law. 
 

From harm to hope: A 10 years drugs plan to cut crime and save lives 
 



3.3 On 6 December 2021 the Government published a 10 year plan ‘From 
harm to hope: A 10 year drugs plan to cur crime and save lives’. 

 
3.4 The plan sets out 3 core priorities: 

 
 To break drug supply chains,  

 To deliver a world-class treatment and recovery system, and, 
 To achieve a shift in the demand for recreational drugs. 

 
3.5 The key strategic actions included in the plan are: 

 
 Strengthening the response across the drug supply chain, including 

a continued focus on addressing county lines activity, 
 A £780 million investment in rebuilding drug treatment and recovery 

services and putting in place new commissioning standards, and, 

 Strengthening the evidence for how best to deter use of recreational 
drugs, and universal and targeted activity to prevent young people 

starting to take drugs. 
 

3.6 The Plan is the Government’s formal response to the Independent 
Reviews of Drugs by Dame Carol Black. The Government has accepted 

all the Review recommendations. 
 

3.7 The Government states that delivery of the Plan will be through a multi-
agency approach, with a focus on integrated partnership working at local 

level including a range of stakeholders including Police and Crime 
Commissioners, Local Authorities, Health partners and community and 

voluntary sector partners. 
 

3.8 The full Plan is available at From harm to hope: A 10-year drugs plan to 

cut crime and save lives - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). 
 

 Cumbria Policy Developments 
  

3.9 The Cumbria Police and Crime Commissioner launched his Police and 
Crime Plan 2021-2025 in November 2021. This followed consideration of 

the draft by Police and Crime Panel Members in October and the 
subsequent submission of the Panel’s findings and recommendations to 

the Commissioner. The Plan is available at 8.png (693×592) (cumbria-
pcc.gov.uk) 

 
3.10 In December 2021 the Cumbria Crime and Community Safety Strategic 

Assessment 2020/21 was published. The Assessment provides a range of 
data on crime and community safety issues in Cumbria and is a useful 

part of the evidence base for scrutiny of these issues and how they are 

being addressed locally. The Assessment was shared with Panel 
Members on 4 January and is available at: 

https://www.cumbriaobservatory.org.uk/crime-community-safety/crime-
community-safety-further-information/ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/from-harm-to-hope-a-10-year-drugs-plan-to-cut-crime-and-save-lives
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4.0 CONCLUSION 

4.1 The finalisation and publication of the Commissioner’s Police and Crime 

Plan 2021-2025, and the publication of the latest Strategic Crime and 
Community Safety Assessment for Cumbria, provide a good basis for 

Members’ consideration of issues to explore and scrutinise over the 
coming months. Members are asked to identify issues to be included in 

the work programme for meetings during 2022/23. 
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